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At a Meeting of the members of the Second Baptist Church and So- 
ciety, Lord’s day afternoon, Jan. 11, 18/4, it was unanimously Voled, 
That Tuomas Bancer, Heman Lincoun, JAcop Hier, Josiag 
MARSRALL and Epmunp’ WINCHESTER, be a Committee to wait on 
Rev. Dr. BALpwiy, and request a copy of his Sermon for the press; . 
delivered before the Church and Society on the afternoon of the ‘first 
Lord’s-day of this year—Containing an historical account of the rise 
and progress of the “/hurch and Society from its commencement, to the 


° present period. With such additional notes, by way of Appendix, 
or otherwise, as may have a tendency to illustrate the several 
events connected «therewith 


Also Voled, That the Secretary of the Society cause two copies 
of the aforesaid Sermon, when printed, to be pat into each Pew 
for the use of the members. 
Rospert FENNELLY, Clerk. 


| 
Rev, Sir, Boston, Jan. 12, 1824, 


> 
a | In communicating to you the wishes of the Church and Society 
expressed in the foregoing Vote, we do respectfully express to you 
i our united wud cordial approbation of the discourse above referred 
to, as containing instruction aud information important and useiul t 
every individual belonging to the Society, and to posterity. 


@ Yours, with great esteem and affection, 


Tuomas BADGFR, 
HEMAN LINCOLN, 
Jacos 

JosiAan MARSHALL, 


Rev. Tomas Bautpwiy, D. D, ELpMuND WINCHESTER. 
> 


Boston, Jan. 14, 1624, 

I thankyou for the affectionate manner in which you have con- 
veyed to me the vote of the Society, requesting a copy of the 
‘Sermon which was delivered before them on Lord’s-day, P. M, 
Jan, 4, 1824. Its only claim upon their patioange, rests, | presume, 
_ on the historical facis which it delineates, at these may be 
_» thought worth preserving and handing down to posterity, | submit the 


copy to your pleasure. 
Your affectionate Pastor, 


Thomas Badger, Tuomas 
Heman Lincoln, 
Jacob Hiler, 
Jouiah Marshall, 
Ed@aund Winchester, Zequires, 
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DISCOURSE. 


Psasixxi. 17, 18. 


“© cop, THOU HAST TAUGHT ME FROM MY YOUTH; AND BITH- 
ERTO HAVE | DECLARED THY WONDROUS WORKS. NOW ALSO 
_ WHEN I AM OLD AND GRAY-HEADED, FORSAKE ME NOT; UNTIL Ff 
HAVE SHOWED THY STRENGTH UNTO THIS GENERATION, AND THY 
_ POWER TO BVERY ONE THAT 18 TO COME.” 


4}. _., Tere are particular seasons which invite us to” 


‘ he lotted time is gone, which will never more returns. 
4. © Whether we have improved or misimproved the - 
elapsed. moments, the great day will decide, 

In reviewing the brief span of human Jife, we 

shall, undoubtedly, find much to call forth our 
wafeigned regrets. So, on the other han@jswe shall 

a ee at be Struck with a continued series of divilié mercies 

imterpositions, which demang our per. . 
petual acknowledgements of gratitude prise 

Gratitude originatesin” a deep sense of dépendance. 


+ gerious reflection. The commencement of a New © 
Year admonishes us that another portion of our al- 


ourselves independent of 
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done little for'us, our obligations are proportionably 
small; but if he has done every thing*for our ae 
“happiness, and is continually surrounding us .with — 
‘his mercies; our obligations must be inaiegpeaty 
great. 
The Author of the text appears to be deeply sen- 
sible of the infirmities. of ‘age, that“he was now in 
_ the decline of life, that~thé vigour of youth was 
‘passed away, and no more to be enjoyed. How- 
© ever oppressive such a thought might be, he still — 
enjoyed this peaceful) reflection, that he had not 
_ lived wholly in yam, buthad hitherto been enabled 
to declare God’s .“ wondrous. works.” Sull feeling 
shis. dependance on -divine:aid,. he. prays for »continu- 
‘ed»strength to. carry. him @through the remainder of 
Ife. Now, also, when’ old -and gray-headed, 
. © God, forsake me not. He manifests an ardent 
still to’ be aseful the little ‘time he might re- 


“and ‘that ‘he ‘might show. the stredgth and 


Let us contemplate the divine instiuction i im- 
‘parted to the’ royal Psalmist. Thou hast taught 
‘me from ‘my youth.’ Without divine teaching, no 

min is qualified ‘to instruct others in the knowledge, i 

Je4Wwas ‘early life that David was ac- 
,quanited with God, and learned to’ place hope 
with Saul,» when proposing 16 thé ‘challenge 

‘offered by Goliah. Saul * saideto David, thou art 
net able to go against this Philisti 
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at: stripling hastes to meet him. Thou comest»to’ me, 
David, with a sword, and with a ¢peary: and 


explain to hit the gfound: of his confidence. ‘This’ 


‘that delivered Mme out. of ‘the paw of the-dion, and 
out of the paw of the dear, he will deliver.me out 


g@hreatens to give the flesh of his despised foe to. 


aS thay’ hast defied. And it came “ta” pass 


hevhasted and ‘gan 


Mc hurled the $10ne at his foe, and prostrated him’to 


war.” Perceiving “Saul’s fear, David proceeded ‘to. 


did .not rest upon own skill: or prowess,” 
muscular? strength “of his arm, but “upon 
of hosts; the God. of* the armies ‘of! Is- 

He hady-already, in the'strength® of the Lord, 
por and vanquished the’ most’ vora- . 
cious beasts which the’ forest, and taken the 
prey from! them. David said, moreover, the Lorp ’ 


of the hand of -this Philistine. See’ the chieftains 
preparing to meet! What. death-like silence per- 
vades the two armies while’ they approach each 
other! Who does: fiot tremble-for the issue, while 
yjewing the unequal contest ?° See’ the huge mon-' 
ster advancing with gigantic steps! The earth seems mo 
to tremble beneath him, whilst thé air is loaded — 
with the curses of his impotent ‘gods; rage-and 


fury’ burst from his vengeful eye-balls, he 


the fowls of heaven.  Undismayed; ‘the Hebrew | 


a shield ; but I to thee in the of 
“WheeLord of hosts,.the God of the armies of Israel, 


‘the Pwilistine drew nigh to meet David, that 
him. And’ Davi took’ 
from: his ‘scrip’ he placed? inthis: 
‘sling, and when at a suitable" dittandty” 
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past! The champion of Gath is fallen! Thy boast- 


and I shall be clean, wash me, and I shall be 


_ thy free Spirit: Then will Z teach trangressors thy, 


ing Aero, O daughter of Philistia, is fallen to rise 
no more! This important victory which decided the 
fate of the two armies, David ascribed wholly to 
the Lord. Blessed be the Lord, my strength, which 
teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight, 


. $0 that a bow of steal is broken by my arms. » 


2. The Lord not only taught David “to guard: 
his flock, to crush his foes,” but taught him the 
true and saving knowledge of himself as the God 
of salvation, in which all real happiness consists. 
He was taught to feel his own sinfulness and de- 
pravity, and led to cry, “ Purge me with. hyssop, 


~ ~ 


whiter than snqw. Make me to: hear joy and glad- 
ness, that the bones which thou hast broken may 
rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out 
all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O 4 
God, and renew a right spirit within me. Restore un- » > 
to me the joys of thy salvation, and uphold me with ~ 


sinners. shall: be converted to God.” * 
Thus the Lord taught David from his youth, and 
enabled him uniformly to declare wondroud. 


tions “of the excellency of the divine pe 
How often:does. he exelaim as: in, the 1¢7th 
that: men would. praise Lord for his good- 
ness, and for his wonderful rorks, £0. the’ ‘children, 
He: could, appeal to the 
consciences. of all his cotemporaries» that hitherta ha} 
had. declared generation th, wondrous wicks 
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9 
of God. David is called the man after God’s own 


heart. It “was his self-loathing for sin, his deep ab- 


horrence of every thing that was evil, and his um 
feigned piety that procured him this honorable dis- 
tinction. His ardent love to the sanctuary, his fer- 
vent zeal for the honoar of God, were uniform and 


unabated. He had, through every period of life, 


declared the wondrous works of God. To do this, 
was still the desire of his heart. Thus, in the re- 
view of life, he acknowledges the good - hand of 
God, in enabling him hitherto to declare his won- 
drous works, and hence he takes courage to im- 
plore further needed mercies. ‘* Now also that 


Iam old and grag-headed, O God, forsake me’ 


not; until I shall have shewed thy strength to this 


generation, and thy power to every one that is to 


come.” 
What a lovely, what an enviable state of mind 


' “~sds discovered. by this aged saint! Although he is 


“old, he is desifous to be employed for God, » He 


can never be satisfied to remain idle: while there is. ‘ 
to’ be done, while .a sinner remains to be 


verted. QO God, forsake me not. Withhold ‘mot 
the influences of thy “Spirit from. me, until I shall 
-have shewed thy mighty. power in saving sinners, 
to this generation. Could thishbe granted, I could 


Wepart in peace, having seen thy salvation” 


O Lordjiforsake me» not, 
proaching that state when the weight of years and 


| the, infirmities of age oppress me. O suffer not 


my physical or mental energies to fail me, until I 


shall have fulfilled the whole wok ‘sssigned”'me on 
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earth, It would be happy for each one of us, if, 
in the review of life, we might make the same re- 
flections, and manifest the same pious desires. 
How far I may be allowed to adopt the language 
of the Psalmist without being thought vain, the con- 
gregation of the Lord before me will judge. 
thing I trust I may be permitted to say, and I 
‘think I ought to say it to the honour of divine 
“grace, that the Lord hath taught me from my 
‘youth, and for more than forty years, having ob- 
-tained help from him, I have endeavoured, I hope, 
-faithfully to declare his wondrous works. 
That: I may now make known to this generation 
the strength of the Lord in gathering and preserv- 
‘ing this people, and his mighty power in sustain- 
\ Ging them under all their trials, and in defending 
them against all enemies on every side, it may 
Inot: be amiss for us at the commencement of this -. 
‘New Year; to. take a brief retrospect of God’s deal- 
‘ings with this church, from. the dawn of its ex- 


One 


This church originated:in the manner. 


‘ithe First Church then under the pastoral care of 


* the: Rev. Jeremiah ‘Condy, on account of disagree- 


ment ‘respecting particular doctrines. An Address 
“owas drawn up, setting forth the particular’ 


docttine to which they objected, and which they 
‘eharged him: witht: holding forth in! @his. public 
preaching. was signed by 


a: lames 
 .Joun Dagn 


Presenied in 1742, 


+ 


Tuos. BovcHer, 
Joun Procror. 
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But as it failed of producing the desired effect, 
after labouring and waiting several months, they 
came to the resolution to form themselves into a 
separate church. This they did on the 27th of Ju- 

ly, 1743, just eighty years the 27th of July last. 
It appears that a number of others were prepared 
to joi them, whenever they should embody a 
church on evangelical principles. Hence, these 
brethren had no sooner agreed to rear the standard 
of the Cross, than a number more, to the amount 
of thirty, came forward and united with them. 
Happily, this infant band soon _ perecived one 
among them, whom the great Head of the church 
designed for the public ministry. The edifying 
gifts, and eminent graces of Mr. Ephraim Bound, 
* pointed him out to them as a proper person to 
take the oversight of them in the Lord. Hence 
they proceeded to invite him to become their Pas- 
- tor. Not long after, Mr. Bound having signified » 
willingness to accept their “invitation, they im. 
_ mediately proceeded to fix 

of his Ordination. 

«It must be noted, that the state of things was, 
_very different then from what it is pow. © There 
‘was But here and there a Baptist minister to be 
ip | found in the land. Hence with a view to accom. 
: _pModate an aged minister whose assistance they very 
uch desired, the Ordination was appointed at. 
Warwick, in the State of Rhode-Island. Rev. Val- 
gentine Wightman, pastor of the first Baptist church 


in Groton, (Conn.) Rev. Daniel Whipple, pastor 
northerly part of the 


Of a Baptist church in the 
of Leicester, 


Thomas 


» 
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12 
(Mass.) were invited on this occasion. These three 
with their Delegates, uniting with a large Commit- 
tee from this church, composed the Council, and 
officiated on the occasion. 

For several years after the aoe which took 

place September 7, 1743, the church enjoyed 
» much peace and prosperity, so that no act of dis- ' 

cipline is found on their records for nearly ten 
years. Frequent additions were made to this 
church not only from Boston, but from most of 
the towns for a considerable distance round. Such 
was their prosperity, that in five years they increas- 
ed to one hundred and twenty. 

Mr. Bound appears to - have been truly a man of 
God, and though a plain unlettered man, he was 
- justly esteemed an able minister of the New Testa~- © 

ment. But in the height of his usefulness, it pleas- 

ed the Lord to weaken his ‘strength in the midst, 

of the race. For two or three years before his. 

death, he suffered great debility and depression 
from a paralysis which affected his whole systeri. 

Yet he continued his pastoral office, and preached | 
occasionally until his death, which took 

the 18th of June, 1765. 

Thos this faithful servant of the Lord: sur- 
rounded by the tears and sympathies of his brethren 
and friends,, He finished his course with joy, PT 
went ‘to receive his reward, 


| were induced to for the Rev. 

Samuel Stillman, (since Dr. Stillman,) thew at Bor- 
dentown,-N. J. to and assist. Mr. Boundiy! 
for", one. year, arrived..am the month of Oc- ‘ 
fober, 1763, and continued. with theo unt Novem. 
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ber, 1764; when he accepted an invitation from 
the First Church to become their Pastor. 
Mr. Bound dying a few months after, this 


church was left like sheep without. a shepherd. 


The brethren in several places not long after, par- 
ticularly in Medfield and parts adjacent, Chelms- 
ford and parts adjacent, collected and formed into 
distinct churches; of course, this church oe 
greatly diminished. 

Between the geath of Mr. Bound and the settle- 
ment of their next pastor, a space of about five 
years, the brethren obtained occasional supplies as 
they were able; but notwithstanding their efforts to 


keep the church together, they were greatly scatter- 
ed, and but just able to keep up their ‘visibility. . 


In September, 1770, the Rev. John Davis, from 
the State of Delaware, a graduate from the Univer- 
sity of Pennsflvania, who had previously visited. 
and preached with them, was ordamed over them 


in the Lord. Mr. ‘Difis is said:.to have been a 
Fee of fine talents, and of a finished education. 


"a truly pious man, and an excellent preacher. — 


The prospects of the church were now bright» and 
flattering ;. but alas! how soon the scene is changed. 


‘The dark clouds of adversity returned again. ;In 


less than two years, they were called to. dismiss 


thei amiable and beloved pastor on account of ill, 


Sees Davis journeyed to the South, as 


many others haye done, in hopes that a milder at~; 


mosphere Would restore his health. But painful to:. 
relate, whilé” pursuing 
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the Ohio, with only a single friend, he was called. 
to his final account. There he died, and there he 
was buried by his trusty fellow-traveller in the 
best manner that circumstances would admit. 
There lie deposited in a lonely grave, the remains 
of the second Pastor of this church! He was not 
even favoured. with the usual rites of sepulture, nor 
has any monument ever been erected to tell the 
traveller where his bones lic! _ 
. From July, 1772, to September the year follow- 
ing, the church was again left destitute. .At this 
time, the Committee waited on the Rev. Isaac Skill- 
man, of New York, who was journeying this way, 
and requested him to visit them, which he did; 
and after preaching three Lord’s days, he accepted 
their invitation to continue with them. On _ the 
$d of October, 1773, he became a member with 
them, and by agreement, (without any formal instal- 
lation,) took upon him the pastoral office. He. con- 
tinued with this church about fourteen years, and - 
then, at his own request, was dismissed, and soon 
after returned to New Jersey, and 
Salem, in. that State, -specntiees died a few years 
since. 
. “iM. Skillman was a regular graduate of Nassau 

Hall ; and after his return to New Jersey, he, receiv- 


@d the degree of Doctor of Divinity. His senti- 


asa sensible, learned rian, good, 


unpopular the ap aC 
this church. . 


preacher. But, by some means, hes quite 
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then closing, was next invited to the pastoral offies 
with this church. Mr. Gair was a native of Bos- 
ton, and a graduate of Rhode-Island College. His 

ents were respectable, and his manners bland 
aud engaging. Considerable additions were made to 
the church and society, and the meeting-house en- 
larged during his ministry. While their prospects 
were thus flattering, he was suddenly arrested by 
a violent fever, which soon forbid all hopes of his 
recovery; and on the 27th of April, 1790, he 
finished his earthly course in the 36th year of his 
age. But he still lives in the affectionate recollee- 


tion of many of the members of this church. 


Only two years and four days had elapsed between 
his installation and his death, How changed’ the 
scene! How dark and mystefious the providence 
which so suddenly removed the pastor from his 
beloved flock! Many were led to say, “‘by whom 


shall Jacob arise, for-he is small.” 


I confess I feel a peculiar delicacy in pursuing 
the history of this church any further,’ as it netés- 


'satily connects itself with my personal ministry. 


But as I wish to make known God’s “ wondrous 


works” to every one that is to’ come; shall, 


though with much diffidence, proceed. 
Circumstances, which it would be improper for 


“sueeeM@e' to relate at this time, led the Committee of © 


this church congregation to make their first 
plication to your present Pastor, 


No event ‘could have’ beefi unlooked 
Had this request made ‘a few 
‘weeks soonery or a few weeks later, itwould have 
béen out of my powers to have the 
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tation. A remarkable coincidence of events seemed 
to mark the path of duty too plain to be mistaken. 


I had, at this juncture,’ obtained permission of the — 


church where I then was, to leave them if I should 
judge it to be duty, and was actually on my way 
to visit another church in this State, to which, I 
had been previously invited, when I received the 
first certain information of my being requested to 
come to Boston. 
jI arrived here on the 3d of July, 1790, and the 
day following being Lord’s day, preached my first 


sermon. In the beginning of August, I*perceived 


indications of a revival. These daily increased, un- 
til a very considerable number were heard with 
deep solemnity to an ** What must we ‘do to 
be saved ?” 

After preaching several weeks on is I re- 
pe a unanimous Cal] from the church, and also 
from the Society, to become their stated Pastor, 
After . due Consideration, on the 18th of September 
following, an answer was given in the affirmative; 
and the 10th of November was appointed for the 
Installation. But as the funeral of Governor Bow- 


doin happened on that day, the Installation was de- 


ferred until the 11th, when it was attended in the 
The revival | ‘appears: to 


‘heen genuine work of the Spirit of God. A 
- considerable number were hopefully brought to ex- 


and .were added to this, and to our, sister church 
in. the ‘vicinity. To. both churches more ‘thafi 100, 
were added, many of whom remain ufito this prés- 


perience, the truth of religion in their own . souls, 
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In 1791, the year following, additions, if not 
daily, were monthly, made to the church. Several 


were added almost every communion season. At 


one time, we find, 13, and at another, 19 were 


received into the church; in the whole about 70. 
For several years succeeding, the church enjoyed 
a good degree of peace and harmony, and more or 
less additions were made to it from year to year. 
But no very special attention was experienced in 
the congregation, until the year 1803; when the 
Lord was pleased to revive and carry on his work 
with great power. This last revival was much 


‘more extensive than the former. ‘Those days of the 
right hand of the most uicH are still in the re- 


collection of many in this assembly. But there are 
others present who were not then born, or who 
were too young to have any distinct recollection of 


those times. This was indeed the Lord’s work, | 


and marvellous in our eyes. It continued with 


very little abatement, for more than two years, »" 


During this period, 212 members were added to 
the church, and 135 to our sister church, under 
the pastoral care of Rev. Dr. Stillman. 

When I came into the pastoral office of this 


church, their records contained a list of 90 mem- 
bers said to belong to the church. But several of | 


“mm I have never seen nor heard of to the pres- 
ent time. There are now remaining of that nun® 
ber, only six brethren and fifteen 4isters. 


persons, who’ have been added to this church and 
yet we claim but.450 members» which are now ‘in 


fiill communion. Should jf, be asked; where are 
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my ministry in this place, I have baptized) 664 . 
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the rest? We answer, They are gone to the 
dead—have been dismissed to other churches, or 
cause they were not of us. 

twenty-one ordained ministers haye had their mem- 
bership with us. Fourteen of them were baptized 
by me. Four of them are now Prorgssors in 
different literary Institutions, and two of them have 
been admitted to the degree: pf Doctor in Divinity, 
Thus I have- been enabled to declare to you 
God’s wondrous works of mercy and goodness in 
miising you from a-small beginning to a large and 
respectable church and congregation, hardly second, 
im point of numbers, to any in the City. 
Let us now ‘turn our attention 
has just closed: In reviewing this, we shall find 
much to record of the divine goodness, although 
| we have not been favoured with any special revi« 
ae © gal of religion amongst us during that period. The 
‘has -visited some of our neighbours with 
_ plentiful showers, - while on us a few drops only 
have fallen. : 
mumber, seven by letter, and fourteen by baptism 
the last year, Six have been removed from us by 
Geath. I think what Paul said of those worthies 
the Ith of: Hebrews; may be ~saitl of 
These all died in faith: The first three ‘were ~ 
* gmong the aged members of this church. Venera: | 
ble’ for their ‘age; dnd respectable for their prudent 
and uniform piety.) They might well:be consider: 
in our The othegythree were 
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19 
of them were single women.—The last, was our 


young friend, whose remains a fortnight since, were 
committed to the silent tomb.* She was endeared 


to all her friends by the sweetness of her temper, 
and the gentleness of her manners. In all the re- 
— Jations of domestic life, as daughter, wife, and’ 
mother, she conducted with the utmost propriety. 
But as a Christian, she was distinguished for her 
exemplary modesty and sobriety. With:a firm re- 
liance on the merits of her Saviour, she was calm 
and tranquil in the prospect of death, and with 
“*a hope full of immortality,” without a struggle or 
a groan on the -18th of December, she closed the 
scene of life, “ Blessed are the dead who dic in 
the Lord.” 


been 18 deaths in the congregation, beside those 


families, four were young persons, and nine were 
children. Although of the adults generally; we have 


not had the same opportunity to become acquainted: — 
with the state of their minds, as With those who | 
had been professors of religion ; - yet as I was fre. 
quently permitted to visit some of themt in 
last illness, I cannot but hope, that sevéraloof them). 
were true penitents, and although théy did not confess 
‘WEhrist before’ men, ‘that he will, nevertheless, confess 


~ them before his Father and his holy angels. | 


fortable evidence that our. dying friends 
terested in the Redeemer !—thati’ when they 
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already mentioned. Of these, five were heads of 


- What an unspeakable satisfaction to enjoy:a coms 
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death, they die in the Lord. This I have per- 
ceived is a consolation that the most careless and 
irreligious are anxjous to enjoy. 

Many of our friends present have been called, in 
the course of the last year, to mourn the loss of 
near and dear relations. Does the mere mention of 
it awaken your half forgotten sorrows, and cause 
your hearts to bleed afresh? Do I hear some of 
you saying, O my dear companion, with whom I 
oncé walked hand in hand the journey of life, is 
dead, and I am left alone! . Are others saying, O 
that beloved child on whom I so fondly doated, is 
how no more! 1 shall sce its face no more for- 
ever! But hark! ‘the voice from Heaven speaks!” 
“ Be still and know that I am Gov!” We most'sin- 
cerely wish each of you the consolations of God, 
which are ncither few nor small. Thus while others 
are taken, we are spared to commence this New 
Year. As for myself, I have lived longer perhaps 
than ‘almost any of my audience. I ‘have already 
reached the span allotted to man on the earth . I 
- ‘am indeed old and gray-headed. But as I am still 
spared, if my heart does not deceive me, my earn. 
est prayer. is, “O God, forsake not until I 
have: showed this generation thy strength, and to 
every one.thy power, both to save and to destroy.” 

I hope; at length, when, my work is done, | may, 
be. permitted to adopt: the language of good ‘ol:d- 
Simeon :.“‘ Lord, now  lettest thou thy servant 
part in peace,| according-to thy. word; for mine 
__eyes. have seen thy_ salvation !” 
As just emering upon this, Year, 
will me 
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of Moses to the twelve tribes, shortly before his 
death. “ Ye stand, (said he) all of you before the 
Lord your God; your Captains of your tribes, and 
your officers, with all the men of Israel; your little 
ones, your wives, and the stranger that is within 
thy camp, from the hewer of thy wood to the 
drawer of thy water; that thou shouldest enter into 
covenant with the Lorp thy God, and into the 
oath which the Lorp thy God maketh with thee 
this day, to be a _ people unto himself, and that he 
be unto thee a God as he hath said unto thee.” 

Is the Lorp of hosts, the great Jehovah, thus 


represented by the Hebrew prophet as willing to — 


enter into covenant with sinful mortals? And are 
none of you willing to enter into such an_ high 
and honorable relation? Oh I beseech you to day 
to come to the solemn resolution, to give your- 
selves to the Lord in an everlasting covenant, never 
to be altered or forgotten. © 

Are some of you softly saying, Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a christian? God forbid, that your 
convictions should end here. . May they end in a 
saving conversion to God. And may each of you 
know the blessedness of that man, to whom. the 
Lord will not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit 


there is no guile. Then whether” we die this 


_yemr, or live to the commencement of another, our death 


| ter into the joy of our Lord. , 
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wilh not be premature, but we shall be prepared to'en. | 
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APPENDIX. 


— 


It has been stated already in the foregoing Discourse, that | 
the Second Baptist church in Boston was constituted on the } . 
27th of Jaly, 1743. The names of the Brethren who first cov- ia 
enanted, were James Bound, John Dabney, Thomas Boucher, 
John Procter, Ephraim Bound, and Thomas Lewis. The first ia 
four had been members of the Church under the pastoral care Py 
of Rev. Jeremiah Condy. But had withdrawn from his minis- 
try, for reasons which they had fully and particolarly set forth 
in a written communication to bim, some months previous to 
this time. It also appears, that a number of others stood ready 
to join them, some in full communion, and others to become — 
members of the congregation. 

This Society first commenced their meeting on Lord’s days, 
at the dwelling house of Mr. James Bound, whom they had 
elected one of their Deacons. This house was in Sheaf Street, 

_ jm the northerly part of the town. The meeting was contin- 

~ wed here from October, 1742, until June 1745, when they re- 

moved to Mr. Procter’s school-house, which was situated ‘not by 

_ far from the place where our present meeting-house stands, 

fn the summer of 1745, they commenced building their 

first meeting-house; and on the 30th of July they raised the ® | 

frame. The house, however, was not completed, until the hs 
spring following. They held their first meeting in it on es 

Lord’s day, the 15th of March, 1746. But the amount of nite: 

or by what means defrayed, are not mentioned. 

his house was 45 by 33 feet, finishedsin a plain bat decent 

- gtyle.” It-cootained 26 pews on the lower floor, and six on the — 

east gallery ; the west was wholly devoted for free seats, which 
were in considerable part occupied by ae men, as they 
were occasionally in this port. 

‘Near the head of the broad-aisle was Font or 

© cistern, in which their candidates were immersed, ') This ,con- 


tinaed i in use 
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of Mr. Gair, it was neglected, and baptism was administered 
in the tide water back of the meeting- house. 
Wr. Bound, the first minister of this congregation, was con- 
sidered a very evangelical and interesting preacher, and for 
several years the church enjoyed much peace and harmony, 
and had members added from most of the towns from 20 miles 
round. From Scituate and Braintree, S.; from Needbam and 
_ Medfield, 8. W. from Acton, Chelmsford and Billerica, North- 
ward, and from Malden and Lyon, East. Mr. Ephraim Bos- 
worth of Hull, with his wife, became members of this church, 
and at his death he bequeathed a valuable Iegacy to the 
church in real estate. This consisted of a dwelling house in 
the northerly part of the City, and the principal part of the 
Great Brewster Island in the harbour, with some other articles. 
* Mr. Bound continued to minister to this church about 22 : 
years. But for several years before his death he was aillicted 
With a paralysis, which so far disenabled him from performing 
Bis customary duties, as induced the Committee in the year— 
1764, to apply to the Rev. Samuel Stillman (late ‘Dr. Stillman) 
then at Bordentown, N. J. to come and assist him for the term 
of one year. Mr, S—, having completed that term, left this 
church, and accepted an invitation to become the pastor of the | 
First Church. Avconsiderable number of the members, both of 
the church and society, went off with him. Some obtained a 
regular dismission, some did not. ‘This occasioned somé an- ~ 
pleasant feelings: between the two societies. Mr Bound (as ‘ 
has been already stated) died the next year if June, 1765. ! 
From this, until the settlement of. Mr. Davis»in 1770, the 
Church was without any stated pastor. -Mr,Davis was here 
+ 80 little time, that it is not known whether any ameasures were 
* “taken to restore harmony to these two alienated Sisters. 
| « Rev: Isaac Skillman, who succeeded Mr. Davis, commenced 
bis ministry here in October, 1773, and continued with the _ 
church about 14 years. During his ministry, too much, of ttt 
coldness. was apparent ; and»we fear litle pains were taken 
it. Immediatelyatter the disuiissiomof Mr. Skillman, 
whichtook place Oct. 7; #787, the: Committee addressed an 
- Mpvitation to the Rev. Thomas Gair, who had for several years a 
_opbeen Pastor of the* Baptist ‘church at Medfield; but whose 
Vices with thd people had now closed. ‘They requested him 
come and supply* them for the-term of four ‘months, On 
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the 14th of November, 1787, he removed his family into town, 
and commenced his labours with this church. At the close of 
the above term, they renewed their invitation to him, to be- 
céme their stated pastor. He accepted, and on the 23d of 
April following was publicly installed. The services were 
performed at Rev. Dr. Elliot’s meeting-house. The ministers 
who assisted on this occasion, were Rev. Dr. Stillman, 
Rev. Hezekiah Smith of Haverhill, Rev. Dr. Manning (presi- 
dent of Rhode-Island College,) and Rev. Thomas Green of 
Cambridge. 
Mr. Gair, who had Seatibe been a member of Dr. Stillman’s 
church, and had aleo been a pupil of his, was happily instru- 
mental in promoting love and harmony between the two 
ehurches ; at the same time several valaable and respectable 
members, which had withdrawn from the church, on account 


of their dislike to Mr, Skillman, were restored to their former 


standing and privileges. Considerable additions were also 
made both to the church and society. 

Such were their prospects in 1788, as to induce the proprie- 
tors to enlarge the meeting-house. This they did by adding 
‘20 feet on the south side of the house. The building was now 
53 by 45. But these fair prospects were soon beclouded: for 
in the spring of 1790, their beloved Pastor, in the midst of life 
and usefulness, was suddenly arrested by a violent nervous fe- 


_ wer, the progress of which no earthly skill could arrest. Con- 


tinued,,supplications were offered up to Almighty God, that 
his valuable fife might be spared, and his health restored. It 


has been remarked that one of the ministers who prayed with 


him, made use of the following peculiar expression, * Lord, 


thy voice seems to say, that thyservant must die; but the 


voice of man is, he must not die!” The dreaded mao | 
ment however at length arrived, ‘aod on the 27th of April, 
_ 1790, he expired; and we trust was received to a Ligue re- 
)in-heaven. 
This event took place only two years and four. days after 
bis installation. The day following, at aspecial meeting of the 
Committee, they appointed Messrs, Wm. Brown, Richard .. 


‘Smith, Thomas Badger, and Josiah Bacon, a Committee, to-see 


the, remains of the Rev. Mr. Gair entombed, and provide for all” 


es “ her matters relative to the funeral. On the day of interment 


corpse was carried to the New North Meeting-house, and 
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& Funeral Discourse delivered by the Rev. Mr. (Dr.) Morse 
of Charlestown, from Prov. xiv. 32. “ The righteous hath hope 
in his death.” A very generous collection was made on the 
occasion, to assist the bereaved family, Mr. Gair’s salary had 
always been too limited, to permit him to lay up much for the 
time tocome, For the first six months after his settlement he 
received but six dollars per week ; and at the time of his death 
he received only eight. On this very trying occasion, the So- 

ciety, though small, made the best provision for Mrs. i 
which their circumstances would admit. 

- This event appeared uncommonly afflictive, as they perceiv- 
ed no one to whom they could look to make up the breach. 
Yet from the many instances of divine interposition which they 
had experienced, they were forbid to despair. Hence while 
the pall-holders were supplying the desk, at a meeting of 
the Society’s Committee on the 20th of May, 1790, it was pro- 
posed and voted, “* to send for Mr. Baldwin (of Canaan, n. u.) to 
come and supply the pulpit for three months; and to allow 
him five dollars per week, and his expenses in coming and re- 
turning.” Messrs. Jacob Holland, Joseph Shed, William Brown, 
Gershom Cutter, Josiah Bacon and Richard Smith, were ap- 

inted a Committee to carry this vote into effect. 

+s Committee wrote immediately, but having no direct 
eyance, their letter did not arrive at Mr#B’s house until 

after he had left home, to visit several churches at the south, 
Which had previously invited him. But it so happened, that a 
private letter from one of the Committee, sent in a different 
direction, met him on the way, which gave .him the first cer- 
tain information of Mr. Gair’s death, and of his being requested 
‘to visit thisypeople. Had this last letter have missed bim, he 
would ip/all probability have accepted the earnest invitation of 
another church, to settle. with them, without having visited 
Boston atall. But as he was now apprised of the wishes of | 
this peoplé, he'wrote, while on the way, a reply to hig fften 
saying, that, Deo volente, he would be in Boston the first of July. © 

He accordingly arrived in'town and commenced hig probation- 
aty labours on Lord’s day, the 4th@f July, 1790, which he com 
tinued until the 2@d of August, with sid the intermission of 
‘two Lord’s days. ° 


At thie time a special meeting was held at the meeting: 
give 


house, when it was Voted, “ that the church and poniety 
Baldwin’ a to settle with them as thei, Past or.” 
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his mind to this place. One was tobe where, 
he could give himself wholly to the work. This was the — 
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A letter of the same date was drawn up and presented to 
him. In this the Committee wrote as follows, ** Rev. Sir, The 


Second Baptist church in this town, having been by the provi- 


dence of God deprived of their beloved Pastor, and having had 
an opportunity of hearing your improvement, they, by an unan- 
imous vote of the Church and Society, have thought proper to 
invite you to come and take the pastoral charge of this church 
and congregation; and did on the day above mentioned, make 
choice of us as a joint committee, to wait upon you, and inform 
you of their proposals, &c.’’ This letter was signed by Jacob 
Holland,—-J ohn Martin,--Richard Smith,—- William Brown,—Jo- 
siah Bacon,—and Joseph Shed. Some of these proposals fol- 
low. * They have (say the committee) also thought it their 
duty to engage you six dollars per week for the first six months, 


and then to increase it as they shall find themselves able; and 


also to find you all that part of the dwelling house now occupi- 
ed by the widow Gair (excepting the front chamber,) together 


with the improvement of the garden below the gate ;—and aly 


so to allow you fifteen cords of wood, delivered at the house,” . 


‘Agreeably to this engagement, at the end of six months they | 


raised the salary to eight dollars, and not long after to ten, 


and then to twelge, to fifteen, to eighteen, and then to twenty;. 


this has been paid weekly with punctuality. These advances. 


have been made by the Society without the slightest hint from , 


‘the pastor. .They also furnish him with sent house, and , 


with all the wood necessary. : 


Mr, B. had previously visited, and received an invitation ta, 


‘settle with the. Baptist church in Hampton, (Con.) and also. 
another invitation from the church and society in Sturbridge. . 
He was much pleased with the appearance of this latter, 
church and congregation, and was for a time strongly inclined, 


to think, that in all probability he should eventually settle 
with them. Two considerations, however, had an influence 


great object for which he wished toremove at all, For this, 
Boston appeared the most eligible situation; he perceived that 


nothing was here expected of a migister, but what belonged to 


parochial concerns, This to him wasa most desirable consid- 
¢ration. Connected with this, the special attention which ap- 


» peared among,the young people at this time, had great weight 
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on hismind.. He has frequently said, “ he thought, ifhis heart 
did not deceive him, that there was a greater prospect of use-— 
fulness here, than in any country town whatever.” Hence af- 
ter due consideration, though probably not without much 
trembling hesitancy, on the 18th of September he gave his an- 
swer in the affirmative. 
. On Thursday, the 11th day of Nov.1790, Mr. B. was pablick- 
ly installed at the Rev. Dr. Elliot’s Meeting-house in the north- 
erly.part of the town, it being one of the largest, and which was 
kindly offered for the purpose. The services were conduct- 
ed as follows. _The Rev. Dr. Stillman preached on the occa- 
sion, from 2 Cor. iv. 7. For we have this treasure in earthen vese 
sele, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.*” 
Rev. Mr. (since Dr.) Smith of Haverhill, delivered the Charge, | 
Rev. Thomas Green of Cambridge, gave the Right Hand of 
fellowship, and Rev. Joseph Grafton of Newton offered the 
concluding prayer. The clergy and most of the other pub- 
Jie eharacters in town, were invited to attend on the occasion, 
and after the public services, to return with the Council, to 
thé parsonage house, and partake of a collation provided by 
the Comihittee of the Society. The day was pleasant, the ser- 
vices highly interesting, and the } assembly numerous and re- 
spectable, | 


» The Society new predesity increased, until the house be- 


came two small to convene them comfortably. With a view — 


therefore to their better accommodation, it was proposed fur- 
ther to enlarge it, if it should be judged practicable. It was 
_ tatlength concluded upon and voted, on the 30th of July, 1797;, 
and a number of gentlemen at their own risk, undertook to 
enlargéit; Only they being allowed the pews made by the ad- 
dition. It was proposed to cut the house in two from north to 
south; and remove the west part 18 feet westward overthe 


Millpond. They commenced it on the 18th of f 
tember following. — 


Bhe gentlemen who were now as the 


.) of the enlargement, contracted with Messrs. Thomas Adams 


and Turner Crocker, the one a carpenter and the other a ma- 
nnd to fod the: matoriaiagg do the work before the ensuing 


same text was preached from at 
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this time, the society received from Mr. John Hoffman, 


winter. The work was accordingly finished, and the howe | 
re-opened on the 30th of November following, it being 


Thanksgiving day. A sermon was preached on this occasion 


by the pastor, from Psa. cxxii. 7, 8, 9. Peace be within thy 


walle, $c. 
The plan of the enlargement and alteration was very gen- 
erally approved; but the work was not so entirely satisfactory. 


Although this new part comprised two sevenths of the whole 
house, yet the pews were soon taken up, and the house — 


as full as before the enlargement was made. 


the present of a very excellent clock for the front gallery, with 
‘the donor’s nam@inscribed on the face of the dial. 


Not far from the same time, a beautiful glass chandelier — 
which-had been previously sent for to England, arrived. The 
_ sterling cost was rising of 70 pounds, besides the duties. ‘This 
is avery elegant piece of cut glass, containing twenty four — 


branches, with their usual decorations and ornaments.  —«s_ * 
The church had hitherto used a communion set of furni- 


ture, presented to them by the late Rev. John Gill, D. D. of 
Lopdon. This was not of silver, but Britannia ware. Bitin — 
1801, it was proposed to furnish the communion table with a 
new set. Hence they procured to be made two large flagons, 
_ five cups with handles, and four large dishes for*the bread. 


They also received from Mr. Joseph Shed, a wealthy and re- 


They had one other cup presented by another person. 


bythe monthly contributions of the church, and 


charity, cost $551,44. 


‘ir the spring of 1803, a very attention took in. 


‘ the congregation, which continued with little abatement until 


the autumn of 1805.. It was not uncommon at this season, for 


have enjoyed.in these meetings, fearipg the galleries would 
by their fall. 


spectable member of the society, a donation of four silver cups, 
two with handles, and two without, besides a pair of plated cups, 
and a spoon from Mrs. Shed, which cost 86 dollars 69 cents. 
The 
whole comprising a complete and elegant set, equal in beauty, 
if not in richness, to almost any in use. This plate, procured ~ 


the house to be filled to overflowing, half an hou before the’ 
time: appointed for the service to commence. Many however’ 
were deprived of much comfort which they would otherwise 
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ome? spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy 
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Many of the timbers.of the house, and particularly of the 
galleries, had been cut in two in making the different altera- 
tions from time, to time, and the building thereby greatly © 
weakened.. Hence the. opinion became pretty general, that a 
new house was necessary in order to the safety of the congre- 
gation. Therefore, at a legal meeting of the Second Baptist 
Church, held by adjournment at their Vestry on the 9th day 
of April, 1810, they passed the following vote, viz. ‘+ Voted, 
that in consequence of the impaired state of our house for 
public worship, we hereby agree, that the Committee of the 
Society have our approbation and consent, so far as we as a 
church are concerned, to sel] at public auction, and cause to 
be removed, our present building for public.worship, and to 
erect with all convenient speed, another house, on or near the 
same place, of such dimensions as they may think proper: And 
that they proceed in the said undertaking agreeably to the “7 
votes of the sii passed from time to time relative to the 
subject.” 

On the, 22d of the same month, ‘the pastor preached, for the 
| last time in the old house, from Isaiah, liv. 2, 3—** Enlarge the 
 placevof thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine 


stakes ; for thou shalt yet break forth on the right hand and on the 
left.” ~The assembly was unusually crowded and solemn. oll 
The recollection of the many pleasant and interesting seasons =«s_— 
we had enjoyed together in this house, and that we must now 
be scattered abroad, at least for a season ; and the uncertainty 
that we, all should ever be collected togethersagain in one so- 
Clety, on . earth, produced a very poeder and solemn effect on 
 ‘the-minds ofall present... 
. The house was immediately sold and taken Seti: and it was 
matter of surprise ‘to. all who beheld the slender manner in 
which the galleries were supported, that they had not. given: 
Way, considering the-immense weight often collected 
them, In breaking up the roof, a distressing accident took’ 
place. Mr. Leavitt Cushing, (formerly of Hingham,) fell from | 
the upper part of the roof to the ground’ floor, a distance of: 
nearly forty feet. .He was not, killed, but severely injured. 
He however recovered, ‘and lived until a little time past. 
(Phe, walle ofthe present, house, are laid on a solid clay of 
the 10 to Bolen the, ‘On me 
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28th of May, the corner stone of the present house was laid. 
At which time the blessing of Almighty God sas invoked on 
the undertaking, on the church, and the congregation: - 

The following gentlemen were appointed by the Society to 
superintend the whole business; viz. Messrs. Thomas Badger, 
Josiah C. Ransford, Jacob Hiler, Heman Lincoln, William 
Boynton, Daniel Kilham, Reuben Carver, Josiah Marshall, Jo- 
seph Noyes, Thomas Adams, Lewis l.eland, Elijah’ Withington, 
Joseph Dorr, and Simpson Clark. This Committeé after de- 
termining upon a plan for the building, contracted with Messrs. 
Benajah Brigham, Lemuel Colburn, Isaac Berry, and James 
Bird, to find all the materials and complete the house by the 
first of January ensuing. The house is 80 feet by75, exclu- 
sive of the porch, which is 38 by 18. The tower is at pres- 
ent only 64 feet high. It was originally intended to have had 
a handsome cupola. On the lower floor are 142 pews, and 44 
in the galleries; inthe whole 186. The expense of the liouse 
beside the land, which was estimated at 7000 dollars, was com- 
‘puted at 20,000 dollars. But alterations and etc. were 
added, which increased the expense to about 3000 dollars more; 


31,000 dollars. 


On the first day of Sinise 1811, the house was opened, 


and solemnly dedicated to the service of Almighty God. The 
services were conducted in the following manner, viz: Intro- 
ductory Anthem from 132d Psalm, set to masic by Mr. Benja- 
min Holt. Prayer, by Rev. E. Williams. Select passages of 
scripture by Rey. Mr. Bolles. Select Hymn, (tune, Bruns- 
wick, Madan.) Dedicatory Prayer, by Rev. J. Grafton. 
Hymn, composed by Rev. E W. for the occasion. Sermon, 
by the Pastor of the charch, from Haggai ii. 9.—* The glory 
of this. latter house shall be gregter than the former, saith the 
Lorp of hosts; and in this place will I give peace, saith the 
hosts.’ The ‘assembly was numerons, and very sol- 

€mn. It\was supposed that more than three thousand people 
attended. : O, that the continent of the text might be fully 
realized! 

work in every part. to be faithfully denies 
and metithe entire approbation of the’ Committee and of the 
Society. -It would have. given us much pleasure to-have 


added, that, accident had occurred daring the 
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and slating the roof cost 7 making the whole coat about : 
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whole undertaking. But, alas! We are obliged to record 
the melancholy death of Mr. John Gould, one ofthe carpen- . 
ters, who, when at work on the roof, stepped upon a loose 
board, which slipped, and instantly precipitated him to the 
ground. He survived this terrible shock only about three 
hours, and expired! This accident took place on the 
11th of August. The day following, being Lord’s day, it was 
proposed to,.have a sermon preached at 6 o’clock, and a col- 
lection taken for the bereaved widow and children. This ser- 
vice was attended at the meeting house of the First Baptist 
Society.* ‘Mr. B. the Pastor of the church, preached from 
James i. 27.—** Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, ro VisIT THE FATHERLESS AND THE WIDOW IN THEIR 
a¥riiction”? ‘The sympathies of the people were so much 
excited, that the collection taken amounted to 277 dols. Sev- 
eral gentlemen who came with the benevolent intenti .. of 
contributing, but could not get into the house, sent the next 
morning, their intended contributions, which made the sum 
total, 320 dollars! We had also to record the death of Mr. 
Thomas Adams, one of the Committee for building the house, 
who died of a fever on the first of September. The other 
members of the Committee all lived to see the house com- 
pleted, and the Society resettled, with considerable additions. 

A number of the same gentlemen have continued on the Com- 
mittee until the present time. — 

It is matter of devout gratitude, that in whatever relates to 
the general prosperity of this congregation, the church and 
society have ever acted with the most entire harmony. While ” 
the church are allowed to possess and enjoy some rights dis- 
tinct from the society, they have ever paid special regard to the \ 
the rights of others. The Lord grant that the same senti- 
ments which have hitherto characterized the church and soci- 
ety, and the same peaceful, affectionate course, may be pursued 
long, very long after the head which now dictates, shall sleep 
in death, and the hand which records these memorials of thé~ 
divine goodness, shall wither in the tomb. And thus may we 


all be prepared for a mansion in the skies, there to meet and 
part no more forever. ie 


* By the kind invitation of the First and Third Churches, we divided 
our time between them, while our house was building. 4 
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